Jazz History/Appreciation

Instructor Jay Wilkinson

Meeting time: Tuesday, Thursday – 10:30am – 11:45am

Grade:  Your grade is based on attendance, assignments, performance attendance, in-class notes and one final in two parts.  Extra credit assignments are given periodically.
1.   Attendance – 1 point deducted from a total of 100 pts for every absence.  Responsibility lies with the student to have any record of absence removed if the student is only tardy.  Tardiness is recorded as an absence if student is late thirty minutes or more. 
2.
The assignments: (1) 5 short papers in which the student will write biographies of 5 jazz musicians chosen by the student.  Research the life of the jazz musicians you have chosen and then write a well-rounded bio. for each.  The grade will be determined by the thoroughness of each bio.  This assignment is worth 15 points.  The assignment has no length requirement and students do not need to site their sources. (2) Additional work will be assigned randomly with varying degrees of credit.   
3.  Performance attendance is worth 15 points of your grade.  You must attend 5 jazz performances this semester.  Bring a performer’s signature and a description of the performance for full credit.
4.  In-class notes will occasionally be handed in.  This will count for 10% of your grade, or 10 points.

5.  The final is a fill-in-the-blank exam and a listening exam in which you will cover app. 80 years of jazz history.  For the listening part you will be required to listen to 10 jazz recordings and decide during what era each tune was recorded.  The written portion is a short answer test which the class and instructor will create during the last week of school.  This is to insure that the test content is appropriate.  The listening is worth 30 points and the written is worth 30 points.

Office Hours:  MF 8am – 9am / TR 1:30 – 2 / W 1-2 (Email to schedule appointment)
e-mail jazzprof@ou.edu
Text:  Brain Harker – Jazz, an American Journey; Prentice Hall, Pearson, Upper Saddle River, NJ; 2005 (not required)
